
It is our pleasure to share the following 

updates, activities and accomplishments 

with our dedicated supporters.  Because of 

you, and others like you, recovery is possi-

ble at Welcome House and we are truly 

grateful. 

Board of Directors 

The Annual Meeting of the Board of Di-

rectors was held on September 14th, 2015.  

We extend a very warm and appreciative 

welcome to new board member Molly 

O’Neill.  Molly is President and CEO of 

First Call in Kansas City.  First Call’s mis-

sion is to reduce the impact of alcohol, 

drugs and addiction by providing quality 

resources to individuals, families and the 

community.  She was also recently recog-

nized nationally as recipient of the, “Vernon 

Johnson Award for Individuals in Recovery 

Who Have Made a Difference in Their 

Community”.  Congratulations and wel-

come, Molly! 

In addition, we would like to announce the 

results of our annual Board elections.  The 

current Board members and newly elected 

Board Officers are as follows: 

Rich McArdle, President 

Frank Martin, Vice President 

John Hungerford, Treasurer 

Sam Zollicker, Secretary 

Jamie Boyle, Executive Director 

Grant Baumgartner 

Pat Kelly 

Drew Komenda 

Molly O’Neill 

  

On behalf of the Welcome House residents, 

staff and Board, we would like to sincerely 

thank Pat Kelly for three years of committed 

and dedicated service as Board President.  

Pat is personally responsible for the creation 

of our “Annual Welcome House Breakfast”, 

an event that has surpassed all expectations 

and significantly improved our financial 

position.  We are humbled and grateful for 

his service.  Thank you, Pat! 
continued on page 3 
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As a continuation of my story about “Steve” 

in our June newsletter, I am sharing the 

following letter that Steve wrote to the men 

of Welcome House.  The letter, which was 

hand-written from his jail cell, is both 

poignant and full of hope, and it’s a great 

example of the “spiritual shift” that comes 

from actively working the program.  While 

we’re not happy about what happened to 

Steve and where he is at now, we’re encour-

aged, strengthened and inspired by the grati-

tude and serenity that is so clearly evident in 

his words.  (Please note:  the June newslet-

ter, first story and the original hand-written 

letter are all posted on our website.)      

 

Dear Welcome House, 

I hope this letter has some kind of effect or 

meaning for those at the Welcome House. I 

consider all of you my brothers and I wish 

Resident Spotlight, Wreckage of Our Past, 
Part II: Steve’s Letter to Welcome House,  
by Jamie Boyle, Executive Director 

you all well. 

I am currently facing time for the United 

States Government for felon in possession 

of a fire arm. This is a crime I was arrested 

for on October 14th, 2014 just shortly after I 

left the Welcome House the first time I was 

there. 

Upon my return to the Welcome House on 

November 12th, 2014, I was at the lowest of 

all lows for me and still had no intention of 

sobering up.  The entire left side of my face 

had been broken and I needed insurance for 

the surgery.  The only way I could accom-

plish any of this was by getting a letter with 

a letterhead saying that I had an address. 

This meant that I had to be re-admitted to 

the Welcome House.  My friend and brother 

in the program, Mr. Jamie Boyle was able 

to persuade me. 

continued on page 2 



The 38th Annual Kelly’s Shillelagh 

Open was held at Swope Memorial Golf 

Course on Monday, September 28th, 

2015. 

We would like to thank the nine Major 

Contributors, particularly this year’s 

Shillelagh Title Sponsor, Kelly’s Port– 

Lake of the Ozarks, and the forty hole 

sponsors for making this event possible. 

The 156 golfers and 30 volunteers en-

joyed a beautiful 82 degree sunny day 

while raising over $40,000 to benefit the 

Welcome House. 

The Silent Auction included Chiefs 

memorabilia and the Live Auction 

included a 2014 Ryder Cup Flag 

donated by Tom Watson featuring 

autographs from all the team USA 

players & captains. 

Special thank you to Kyle and Mitch 

Kelly for all their hard work and 

dedication in orchestrating such a 

wonderful tournament. 

Hope to see everyone back in 2016! 
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Shillelagh Open Turns 38 

So, I came back for the second time.  Everyday Jamie was push-

ing me, constantly staying on my ass, and helping me stay driven 

and focused.  With the Help of the fellowship, my awesome 

sponsor Ron B. (the biggest prick I know), and a little angel I 

call the Welcome House, I became a person, successful, ambi-

tious, reliable, decent, hardworking, trustworthy, a god fearing 

man, and a staff member of the Welcome House.  That means so 

much to me even still now as I sit here waiting to go to prison. 

This changes nothing. I will be back to continue my program. 

 

Now I know what some of you are thinking, but trust me, my 

second trip to the Welcome House was not a waste of my time. 

Better late than never. 

For you guys sitting there right now thinking about walking out 

and going back to “HELL”, please, I can’t stress enough, please 

take my story into consideration and think again. 

The moral is if I had simply taken this program seriously the first 

time I arrived at the Welcome House, I wouldn’t be sitting right 

here now.  I would be sitting right there with you, working my 

program, and helping others.  The harsh reality is it could have 

been done.  It was doable.  I chose not to and here I sit. 

This disease we all share is a killer.  Eventually it will destroy 

you if you let it.  You are in the right place if you want to change 

that, but no one is going to do it for you.  The tools are there at 

the Welcome House, use them. 

Bottom line... Don’t be like me.  Don’t wait until your chances 

run out and your past creeps up on you and bites you in the ass. 

Then you’ll be sitting thinking “Boy what a dumbass I was and 

now I’m going to lose everything I’ve worked so hard for.  A 

good clean stable life I could call my own.” 

You could also end up dead in the woods, frozen like our dear 

brother Ward when he left the house.  He couldn’t do the next 

right thing and call or stay or not use. 

This is it… do the next right thing.  Get right, stay sober, work 

your program, and get a sponsor.  You all have it in you to accom-

plish this.  If I can do it, and the outcome be total success regard-

less of where I am, then you all can do the same. 

Please stick around and get it right the first time.  Please learn 

from my mistakes.  It’s not that difficult. 

As for me I’ll be fine.  God’s will not mine. 

Thank you Jamie, Rusty, Mr. Kelly, and all of you fine gentlemen 

I call my brothers at the Welcome House. 

To my sponsor: Keep them in line.  Keep them honest. 

God blessed the Welcome House, me, and all of you. 

Sincerely, 

Steve 

P.S.  If you happen to be working through the house for Daryl G. 

you better treat him right.  He is a God send and a blessing in dis-

guise. 

Thank you and God be with you all. 

 

Additional Update - I received the following re: Steve via an email 

from Daryl G. (Daryl has stayed in contact with Steve and basi-

cally IS Steve’s support system).  “The guy who was running the 

AA meeting there left and Steve was asked to take it over.  He is 

ecstatic about it.  So proud.  He asked that I be sure and tell you 

that he got this opportunity.” 

 

Thank you for all of your support of Welcome House, and for pro-

viding Steve with the opportunity to know and work the program.  

I believe his experience at the Welcome House has forever 

changed his life, and he truly is,“a Welcome House miracle”.  

Wreckage of Our Past, continued from page 1 
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Staff 

Resident Relations Manager:  Daniel Smith joined the Welcome 

House leadership team as Resident Relations Manager.  Daniel 

has served as a “lay counselor” in the Welcome House program 

for over a year and is very active in the recovery community.  He 

is currently pursuing Peer Specialist training and certification.  

Welcome to the team, Daniel! 

Administrative Coordinator:  Casey Urso joined the profes-

sional staff as part-time Administrative Coordinator, and also 

pulls double duty as a member of the desk staff.  He is very ac-

tive in the recovery community and has been a Welcome House 

resident since September 2014.  Welcome to the team, Casey! 

Projects 

Due in large part to the generosity of our dedicated supporters, 

and the Kansas City philanthropic community, the Welcome 

House has begun several key projects to address specific facility 

and program needs.  The projects that are currently in-process 

include the following: 

Fire Sprinkler System, a fire safety sprinkler system is 

being installed throughout the main facility to improve 

resident and staff safety and minimize potential dam-

age due to fire.  

Lintel Repair and Replacement, 33 deteriorated lintels 

have been replaced.  As many as 15 additional lintels 

will need to be replaced at a later date. 

Boiler Maintenance and Repairs, new boiler feed tank 

and automatic valve purchased and installed. 

Resident Room Furniture Replacement, all resident room 

furniture is being replaced with new, heavy-duty, insti-

tutional quality furniture (beds/mattresses/dressers). 

Covered Smoking Shelter, on September 1st, the Welcome 

House became a completely non-smoking facility.  A 

covered structure was built to provide shelter during 

inclement weather for those residents that choose to 

smoke.  Smoking is not permitted anywhere inside 

Welcome House. 

Intoxalock Devices, Intoxalock devices have been installed 

on all Welcome House vehicles.   
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A Message from Leadership, continued from page 1 

On behalf of the Welcome House residents, staff and Board, we 

extend our heartfelt thanks and gratitude to the supporters and 

donors that have made these projects possible.  However, there 

is much more work to be done, and we will need your continued 

support to complete these projects and address additional areas 

of need. 

Program 

Throughout the summer, the Welcome House has operated at or 

near full capacity (wait-listing), which is unusual for the warm 

summer months.  Compliance with resident and program re-

quirements - meeting attendance, sponsorship, counseling ses-

sions and employment - continue to improve and “good sobri-

ety” is happening at Welcome House.  As a result, revenues 

from rent collection are up, the number of residents completing 

the recommended four (4) month minimum in the program (that 

receive Welcome House coins) is improving and unemployment 

is down.  In fact, as this message is written there are fewer than 

five (out of eighty total) residents currently unemployed.  All of 

these, miracles of the program and the promises realized. 

Thank you for your continued support of Welcome House, and 

for making it the place, “where miracles happen everyday”.  

Gratefully, 

 

Rich McArdle   Jamie Boyle 

Board President   Executive Director

 

  

 

TAKE CARE OF YOUR SPINE, 

WHILE HELPING THE MEN OF WELCOME HOUSE 

 

For just a $35 donation to Welcome House, you will receive: 
 Health History & Consultation, Orthopedic & Neurologic Exam, 

 Full Spinal Exam, Report of Findings, First Treatment 
 

A Value of over $250 
 

Crossroads Chiropractic & Wellness Center | 1520 Walnut Street | KCMO 64108 

(816) 471-7330 | www.crossroads-chiropractic.net 

 



 
WELCOME HOUSE, INC. 
1414 E 27th Street 

Kansas City, MO 64108 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 
NON PROFIT 

PERMIT NO. 2658 

KANSAS CITY, MO 64108  

As most people know, Welcome House has operated for 44 years solely on private donations, 

taking no assistance from the government.  We are grateful for the support we receive through 

monetary contributions, fundraising events, clothing donations, even two vehicles recently.  Wel-

come House also receives many in-kind donations and would like to thank a few recent donors. 

 

In 2012, Welcome House sent out an appeal letter seeking $175,000 in donations to put new 

roofs on both buildings, to repair/replace severely damaged lintels on the third floor of our main 

building, and for masonry work on the exterior of the main building to prevent water leakage.  

Mark Doolittle with Cobalt offered to oversee this project and brought the project in $44,000 

under budget.  When we recently discovered that 33 additional lintels were in need of immediate 

replacement, we had the money in reserve to pay for the project in full. 

 

In preparation for Welcome House going smoke-free on September 1, 2015, a gazebo was built 

so men had a place to smoke outside during inclement weather.  Former resident and lay coun-

selor, Chad Lawson from Lawson Premiere Services, provided free design and construction work 

for this project. 

 

When Welcome House was experiencing problems with our boiler, we asked Joe Cashen with 

TMS, for his assistance in acquiring a new boiler feed tank and automatic valve.  Mike 

Kensinger, a former resident, volunteered his time to install it for free. 

 

John Wendorff, from The Personal Marketing Co., has graciously provided printing of the Wel-

come House quarterly newsletters in 2015. 

 

If you, or you company, have an area of expertise or services you feel can benefit the Welcome 

House and would like to offer them as an in-kind donation, please contact Jamie Boyle at (816) 

472-0760 or Jamie@welcomehousekc.org. 

 

Correction: The original article misidentified the person and company that brought the building 

project in $44,000 under budget as Mark Rampone from ABC Construction, instead of Mark 

Doolittle with Cobalt. 
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In-Kind Donations Save Thousands 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 


