
Casey arrived at the Welcome House Sep-
tember of 2014. He was all out of options 
and desperate to be free of his drug use. 

By the time I got to the Welcome house I was 

completely unemployable, I hadn’t worked for 
over a year. My partner at the time had to take 

care of me. He was the one who had the job, 

he supplied the drugs. There were times I 
wouldn’t be able to leave our apartment or at 

times be able to leave my room out of sheer 

paranoia and hallucinations from the excessive 

drug use. 

How did you find out about the Welcome 
House? 

I was actually dropped off here it was just 
supposed to be a place for me to stay on my 

way to treatment- for the third time.  I had 

walked out of two treatment centers not even a 
month prior. I wanted to give it one more try. 

Was it intimidating 
to be living in a facil-

ity with this many 
men? 

Yes, yes it was.  I 

lived in a transitional 

living facility before 
about a year and a half 

before I came here. It 

was a much different 

atmosphere. It wasn’t 
a recovery house so it 

wasn’t as recovery 

based and I was using 
while I was there and I 

had stayed at an actual 

recovery house- a 

much smaller one- on 
my way to one of the 

treatment centers I 

went to (I walked out of).  I was expecting one 
of those types of situations when I was told I 

was coming here.  But I got here and I felt 

very welcome right away. The guy that did my 

intake referred to this place as “The Brother-
hood” he said “Welcome to the Brotherhood”. 

Right then it clicked that this was the place, I 

wanted to give it a shot. 

You are an active member of a 12 step fel-
lowship. Can you describe why that involve-
ment is such an important part of your re-
covery? 
The program shows me how to live. The Wel-
come House got me to a point that I was able 
to get clean. My disease could become arrest-
ed; recovery was then possible. The 12 step 
program shows me that there are principles 
that I need to live by and how to handle my 

daily life. 

You now have 21 months free from drugs 

and alcohol. How has your life changed 

during that time? 

I’m able to keep and sustain meaningful rela-

tionships with people. I have a sense of self 

worth, I like myself for the first time. I’m 

doing things that I thought I would never be 

doing. I’m able to keep a job. I’m able to 

work hard at that job. I’m leading meetings. 

I’m being social. I’m going to the gym. I’m 

paying my bills. These are all things I’ve nev-

er been able to accomplish before. I wouldn’t 

have been able to accomplish them on my 

own. I tried. 

I know your relationship with your family 

is very important to you. How has that 

relationship changed since you 

entered recovery? 

It’s gotten a lot better.  When I 

started really using heavily, I cut 

my entire family out. Anybody 

that wasn’t using hard drugs like I 

was, I didn’t want anything to do 

with them. There’s a lot of shame 

and a lot of guilt there. I didn’t 

want my parents to be a part of 

that. So when I got clean they 

were my strongest advocates. I 

was very lucky in that regard. 

Casey has worked at the Wel-

come House since December of 

2014. Casey is a member of the 

house leadership team as Ad-

ministrative Coordinator. He is 

anxious to see what new experi-

ences his Higher Power has in store for 

him next. 

Watch Casey’s interview on YouTube at 

https://youtu.be/0Ebf8Jga7bU 
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On behalf of the Welcome 
House Board of Directors, 
Breakfast Committee Mem-
bers, staff and program resi-
dents, we would like to say 
“thank you” and express 
our overwhelming gratitude 
to everyone that supported 
or played a role in making 
the Third Annual Breakfast 
our biggest fundraiser yet.  
With your hard work and 
generous giving, the event 
raised more than $156,000 
for the Welcome House 
Sober Living Recovery Pro-
gram, and the battle against 
alcoholism and addiction in 
the Kansas City community. 

In addition, we would like to 
individually recognize the 
following contributors and 
sponsors without whom the 
event would not have been 
possible.  They are as fol-
lows: 

 Tom Watson – for par-
ticipating in the event 
and playing a round of 
golf with the auction 
and raffle winners for the third consecutive year, and for 
everything he does to support Welcome House. 

 Willie Wilson – for providing an entertaining and inspira-
tional “Keynote Address” and joining Tom in playing a 
round of golf with the auction and raffle winners. 

  John Holt, Fox 4 News – for providing superb Emcee ser-
vices for the third consecutive year, and his continued sup-
port of Welcome House. 

 Tom Arnn – for providing superb Auctioneer services for 
the third consecutive year, and his continued support of 
Welcome House. 

 Tom Babb – for producing and creating a video for the sec-
ond consecutive year that captured and communicated the 
mission and essence of the Welcome House program, and 
for everything that he does to support Welcome House. 

 James Byrd, The Leslie Company – for printing the pro-
grams and pledge cards, and his continued support of Wel-
come House. 

 Chris Rosburg, Sober City USA – for providing the Wel-
come House Screen Cleaners and Sober Cards, and for his 
continued support of Welcome House. 

 TMS, Inc. – for event sponsorship for the third consecutive 
year and for continued support of the Welcome House. 

 GJB, Inc. – for event sponsorship for the third consecutive 
year and for continued support of the Welcome House. 

 BMO Harris Bank – for event sponsorship for the third 
consecutive year and for continued support of the Welcome 

House. 

 Quality Vending & Coffee – for event sponsorship and for 
continued support of the Welcome House. 

 Kissick Construction – for event sponsorship and for contin-
ued support of the Welcome House. 

 Overland Park Convention Center – for the outstanding 
venue and first class service. 

The Welcome House is a residential Sober Living Recovery Pro-
gram that provides a “safe” place, along with the support and 
direction necessary, to build a foundation in recovery.  In the 45 
years since its humble beginning, the Welcome House has re-
ceived over $6,000,000 in private donations and served over 
15,000 men, and their families, seeking sobriety and a place to 
turn their lives around.  The program, which accepts no State or 
Federal funding, is focused on personal accountability and re-
sponsibility, and it can work for any alcoholic or addict.  Without 
your help, the life-saving services of the Welcome House pro-
gram would not be possible. 

Thank you again for your support of the Third Annual Break-
fast.  Thank you for giving so many men the opportunity to find 
recovery and change their lives.  Thank you for helping us to 
continue to “hum the tune of recovery…let’s see how far it can 
go”. 

In gratitude, 

Rich McArdle,   Jamie Boyle, 
Board President    Executive Director 

Third Annual Breakfast: Overwhelming Gratitude 
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Open Golf Tournament, Robin started the 
“Cunningham Challenge” which raises 

funds for the scholarship program at Wel-

come House. And at the 2015 Summer 

BBQ when Jamie Boyle, Executive Di-
rector, suggested Robin become a lay-

counselor, he was all in. He comes to 

Welcome House every Monday and 
meets one-on-one with residents for peer 

counseling.  

When asked why he continues to give his 
time and money to Welcome House, Rob-

in replied, “I continue to donate time and 

money to Welcome House because it has 
been a key part of my personal sobriety 

journey. It is a real, tangible place that 

when I give to, I get more back. I am 

closer to the House now than I have ever 
been, because I am closer to the people 

who run it and the people who are living 

there, in hopes that this is their time and 
place to get the gift I was so generously 

given”. 

Thank you, Robin, for making a differ-

ence at Welcome House!  

Third Annual Breakfast Table Captains 

JU NE  

The “Miracle Award” was introduced in 
2015 to recognize and honor members of 

our community who have helped make 

Welcome House the most successful re-

covery program in the Kansas City area. 
This year’s recipient is Robin Cunning-

ham! Robin was presented the 2016 Mira-

cle Award at the Third Annual Breakfast 
on May 4th. 

Robin was first introduced to Welcome 
House in the early 90’s when former Exec-
utive Director, Mike Leahy, called him to 
see if he could help find some vehicles for 
the House. This led to Robin being in-
volved at many levels of leadership that 
include: 

 A position on the Advisory Board 

 Being co-Vice President of the Board 
of Directors along with Kyle Kelly 

 And succeeding Cy Perkins as Presi-
dent of the Board of Directors 

Today, Robin stays connected to the Wel-

come House program by attending events 

and helping to fundraise. At the Shillelagh 
Robin Cunningham accepts the 2016 Miracle Award during 
the Third Annual Breakfast. 
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Robin Cunningham Receives Miracle Award, by Rusty Menaugh 

Front Row L to R: Jamie Boyle, John Hungerford, Harold House, Rich McArdle, Tom Watson, Willie Wilson, Robin Cunningham, Bob Ellis, Jeff Kuntz, Chris Rosburg, Grant Baum-
gartner, and Pat Kelly     Middle Row L to R: Matt McLaughlin, Frank Mader, Mike Hall, Kyle Kelly, Jim Hempstead, Scott Heying, Louie Caskey, Daniel Smith, Scott Gilman, Jim 
Flanagan, Jim Noland, Rozanne Prather, and Dean Prather     Back Row L to R: Mike Helmuth, Janice Colt, Molly O’Neill, Conor Kelly, Frank Martin, Jim Kile, Brandon Scarborough, 
Terry McGovern, Sam Zollicker, and Rusty Menaugh     Not Pictured: James Arkell, James Byrd, Joe Cashen, Mark Crouse, Randy Curnow, Will Gregory, Susan Jackson, David 
Kissick, Steve Martin, Mark McGilley, Mike McInerney, Pat Morrissey, Hugh O’Donnell, Robin Polk, Doug Poyser, Ben Rendo, Chris Smart, Cheryl Utz, Mark Walsh, John Wendorff, 
and Susan Whitmore 
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